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the assault against the United States
Government to post a $6 million reward
for those who are responsible for this
vicious, vicious act.

————

SUPPORT H.R. 3150, THE AIRLINE
SECURITY ACT

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, as some-
one who spent 17 years as an airline
pilot, a commercial airline pilot for
major airlines, I believe I have as much
experience as anyone here spending
time in and out of our airports; and I
want to assure my colleagues that I
come today to show my support for
H.R. 3150, the Airline Security Act,
which we will deal with tomorrow.

A few weeks ago I was watching a
news program on television, and on
this particular program they tested the
inadequacy of airport security. Sadly,
this test was no television production.
Poor airport security has become a re-
ality. The events of September 11 have
shown us that airport security needs a
dramatic and drastic overhaul.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 3150 is the right so-
lution to improving our aviation safety
in the skies over America, and in order
to make flying safer and our airports
more secure, we must federalize our
airport security standards. H.R. 3150
puts to good use more than $500 million
that will bolster the front lines of air-
port security. It will place more air
marshals in the skies and in our air-
lines. It will mandate fortified cockpit
doors and give flexibility when it
comes to hiring either Federal security
personnel or federally certified secu-
rity contractors. Support H.R. 3150.

———
FEDERALIZED SYSTEM PROVIDES
UNIFORMITY AND ACCOUNT-

ABILITY

(Ms. NORTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, every-
body knows we are in a recession. What
America knows is that this body is
deepening that recession by the delay
in our airline security bill. There is a
new fear of flying and there are enor-
mous disincentives to flying that are
having an atrocious effect on our econ-
omy.

What will it take to make the pic-
tures of September 11 and the Twin
Towers recede? People want something
close to a guarantee that it will not
happen again, guarantees we cannot
give them.

What we can give them is a uniform
system of public accountability for
screening and airline safety. By defini-
tion, private contractors are not uni-
form. That, indeed, is one of their ad-
vantages. They give us diversity. It is
not diversity we need when it comes to
screening and airline safety.
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What the public is demanding in
order to get them back in the air is
that we maximize uniformity and that
we maximize accountability. The only
way to do that is to federalize in the
air the way law enforcement operates
on the ground.

————

NO INTERRUPTIONS IN WAR ON
TERRORISM

(Mrs. JO ANN DAVIS of Virginia

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend her remarks.)

Mrs. JO ANN DAVIS of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today in support of our
military’s ongoing efforts in the war
against terrorism. In the last 25 days,
the military campaign has succeeded
in weakening the power, influence, and
warfighting capability of the Taliban
regime and the al-Qaeda network.

Now, as the hardest of Afghanistan’s
winter months set in, we are provided
with an excellent opportunity to in-
crease the pressure on the Taliban
through the continuation of our mili-
tary campaign.

Mr. Speaker, we stood before the
American people and the international
community and declared the war on
terrorism to be a war with many
fronts. It is imperative that this war’s
military front continue to be fought
without interruption.

Mr. Speaker, the decision to postpone
military action under any cir-
cumstance plays directly into the
hands of those who seek to destroy us.
Despite the intentions of our decision,
each day we remain idle is a day for
the Taliban and al-Qaeda to resupply
and disperse assets at a time when the
radical Islamic militia could be most
vulnerable.

——————

GRAND IMAM OF EGYPT
DENOUNCES TERRORISM

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, since Sep-
tember 11, we in Congress have joined
the President in making clear that this
is not a war between the West and the
East or a war against Islam. This is not
a war between America and Afghani-
stan. In fact, we are doing as much as
we can right now to help the people of
Afghanistan. This is a war between all
civilized nations and the barbaric ter-
rorists and those who harbor them.

Just a few days ago, the Grand Imam
of Al-Azhar, the highest and most re-
spected Islamic authority in the world,
who resides in Egypt, also made this
clear. The Grand Imam said that the
Koran specifically forbids the kinds of
things the Taliban and al-Qaeda are
guilty of. He said the jihad Osama bin
Laden has called for against America is
invalid and not binding on Muslims. He
said that ‘‘Islam rejects all of these
acts.” He called terrorism un-Islamic.
In fact, he says, ‘“‘Killing innocent ci-
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vilians is a horrific, hideous act that
no religion can approve.”’

Mr. Speaker, this war may take a
long time to win, but we will win it and
the world will remain united against
terrorism and removing evil terrorists
like Osama bin Laden from the caves
where they hide.

PASS TRADE PROMOTION
AUTHORITY

(Mr. KNOLLENBERG asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker,
we have to pass trade promotion au-
thority now. If we do not, we will let
down America’s world-class workers,
farmers and businesses.

The global marketplace is increas-
ingly competitive. Without TPA,
America will lag behind. Our foreign
competitors have negotiated some 130
preferential agreements while we, ab-
sent TPA, have negotiated exactly
three. We need to get back in the game.

International trade is an essential
and growing source of economic expan-
sion. Exports accounted for over 25 per-
cent of all U.S. economic growth over
the last decade and support an esti-
mated 12 million jobs. If we do not pass
TPA, we risk losing our competitive
edge to other nations who will con-
tinue to negotiate deals while we sit on
the sidelines. With trade promotion au-
thority, we can level the playing field.

Mr. Speaker, U.S. companies, work-
ers, and farmers are second to none. We
need TPA to make sure the rules are
fair. The companies, the workers and
the farmers will do the rest.

——
J 1030

CONGRATULATING MIAMI
CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
American children are learning the
value of charity by helping the Afghan
children, and adults are learning that
educating our children and Kkeeping
them healthy are ways to contribute to
the rebuilding of our Nation.

That is why I congratulate today
Miami Children’s Hospital, whose
motto is “We are here for our chil-
dren.” This hospital is always seeking
innovative ways to better serve the
children of south Florida.

Miami Children’s Hospital held a
groundbreaking to further expand and
renovate its medical campus. A radi-
ology expansion, an ambulatory care
building, a helistop, and a hurricane-
proof encapsulation comprise the
projects.

Miami Children’s Hospital is indeed
“‘pbuilding on a dream,’ the name it has
labeled its new projects, and it is dem-
onstrating a never ending commitment
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